Internal Commands

Commands contained within the COMMAND.COM command interpreter:

	PRIVATE
break
	buffers
	call
	cd
	chcp

	chdir 
	choice
	cls
	copy
	country

	ctty
	date
	del
	device
	devicehigh

	dir
	dos
	drivparm
	echo
	erase

	errorlevel
	exist
	exit
	fcbs
	files

	for
	goto
	if
	include
	install

	lastdrive
	lh
	loadfix
	loadhigh
	md

	menucolor
	menudefault
	menuitem
	mkdir
	move

	not
	numlock
	path
	pause
	prompt

	rd
	rem
	ren 
	rename
	rmdir

	set
	shell
	shift
	stacks
	submenu

	switches
	time
	truename
	type
	ver

	verify
	vol
	
	
	


Some of these internal commands (e.g. dir, cd) are meant to be executed from the command line, or within a batch file, which is what you usually think of as a command. Others (e.g. files, switches) are generally used within a configuration file like CONFIG.SYS to help configure your system. Because both CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT use commands that are found in COMMAND.COM, they must load later in the boot process. 

External Commands

Some commands do not need to be loaded into memory every time you boot, because they are used infrequently or possibly because they are large and take up a lot of space. These commands are stored as separate files in the operating systems %PATH%. Let's look at these external commands:

	PRIVATE
append
	assign
	attrib
	backup
	chkdsk

	command
	comp
	dblspace
	debug
	defrag

	deloldos
	deltree
	diskcomp
	diskcopy
	doskey

	dosshell
	edit
	emm386
	exe2bin
	expand

	fasthelp
	fastopen
	fc
	fdisk
	find

	format
	graftabl
	graphics
	help
	himem

	interlnk
	intersvr
	join
	keyb
	label

	mem
	memmaker
	mirror
	mode
	more

	msav
	msbackup
	mscdex
	msd
	nlsfunc

	power
	print
	replace
	restore
	scandisk

	select
	setver
	share
	sort
	subst

	sys
	tree
	undelete
	unformat
	Vsafe & xcopy


Please note that you might not find all of these files on every computer. This will depend on things like which version of DOS you have installed. In some cases Microsoft replaced one file with a different file in later versions. 

Steve Harries

26/11/06



Courtesy http://www.ahuka.com/index.html


